
T h e

N o . 4  2 0 2 2

Left Views on Elections Under Capital ism
• To Participate or Not to Participate

• The Ballot or the Bullet?

• Educating People about Capitalism

  and Socialism

Repression & Resistance in Kenya. Part 2: I l lustrations



The Kenya Social ist  No.4 2022

2

The Kenya Socialist is published by Vita Books, Nairobi, Kenya.
Editors: Shiraz Durrani and Kimani Waweru
February 2022

Uni.Way House, Second Floor, University Way
Next to Lilian Towers Hotel
P.O. Box 62501-00200
Nairobi
Kenya
info.vitabkske@gmail.com
http://vitabooks.co.ke

The Kenya Socialist aims to encourage free flow of information, knowledge and discussion which can lead to 
a better understanding of socialism. It will seek to:

• Promote socialist ideas, experiences and world outlook
• Increase awareness of classes, class contradictions and class struggles in Kenya, both historical and current
• Expose the damage done by capitalism and imperialism in Kenya and Africa
• Offer solidarity to working class, peasants and other working people and communities in their struggles for 

equality and justice
• Promote internationalism and work in solidarity with people in Africa and around the world in their

resistance to imperialism
• Make explicit the politics of information and communication as tools of repression and also of resistance 

in Kenya

The Kenya Socialist welcomes submission of relevant articles (normally up to 5,000 words) - send to The
Editors at info.vitabkske@gmail.com. The Editors reserve the right not to publish.

Vita Books or the Editors do not necessary agree with the views of contributors.
The Kenya Socialist is available at: http://vitabooks.co.ke/the-kenya-socialist/
Paper copies are available at Ukombozi Library and from African Books Collective (ABC)
https://www.africanbookscollective.com/publishers/vita-books

ISBN 978-9914-9921-1-4-4

Cover Photo Illustration Credit: Inquiries Journal



The Kenya Social ist  No.4 2022

3

EDITORIAL: Voting under Capitalism

Ezra Otieno: Leftists view on Elections 

Sobukwe Shukura: Re-examining the Ballot or the
Bullet: Revolutionary Change by All Means Necessary

Kimani Waweru: Kenya: The Reality of Bwanyenye or
Bourgeoisie Elections - To Participate or not
to Participate

Kinuthia Ndung’u: Should the Left Avoid Parliaments and
Elections Altogether

Zarina Patel & Zahid Rajan: Should the Left
Participate in the 2022 General Election or Boycott It?

Bill David: On the Education of the People

Repression  & Resistance in Kenya, Part 2:  Illustrations

ARTICLES

04

06

08

12

15

18

21

22



The Kenya Social ist  No.4 2022

4

Kimani Waweru 

In the coming months, Kenyan voters will head 
to the ballot boxes to vote for candidates of their 
choice. This is a ritual that Kenyans are used to, 
every five years. Since independence, the country 
has conducted numerous elections but, as in other 
capitalists’ countries, these elections have always 
been dominated by the capitalists who happen to 
control the state. The majority of people have been 
influenced by ruling class propaganda into believing 
that voting either of the ruling class candidates will 
better their lives. This scenario has made people find 
themselves choosing the candidates of the oppressing 
class, as Karl Marx said, to repress them: ‘The 
oppressed are allowed once every few years to decide 
which particular representatives of the oppressing 
class are to represent and repress them’. Many on 
the Left, due to opportunism or lack of ideological 
clarity, find themselves joining the bandwagon 
and come up with all manner of justification for 
participating in bourgeoisie elections. A majority of 
them theorising and quote great revolutionaries like 
Lenin out of context. Theory is meaningless without 
practice. And though the Kenyan Left is perhaps 
strong in theory, it is weak in practice and criticism. 
Without these, there can be no socialism. These 
leftist intellectuals and pseudo socialists are in effect 
champions of capitalism and make it easy for the 
ruling class to discredit socialism. It is against this 
background that we dedicate this issue to elections 
in Kenya. 

This issue has four papers that were presented during 
an ideological seminar on bourgeois elections held 
at the Kenya National Theatre on 28th July 2021. 
The seminar was organized by Ukombozi Library, 
Revolutionary Socialist League (RSL), Women 
in Social Justice Centers, All African People’s 
Revolutionary Party, Vita Books and the Communist 
Party of Kenya (CPK). The seminar discussed the 
role and position of the left in bourgeois elections in 
Kenya. Some argued that there is a need for the Left 
to participate in the elections while others argued 
that based on the real situation, it would be unwise 
for the Left to participate. It was however noted 
that the Left is not always against participating in 
bourgeois elections but the participation has to be 
guided by concrete conditions of the situation.  
There are situations where elections can betray the 

working-class cause and others when it can ripen the 
revolutionary conditions.

The first article is by Ezra Otieno who argues that any 
leftist party which wants to participate in elections 
should be driven by the ideological leanings of the 
masses. He says that since the majority of people 
are still not ideologically clear and class-conscious, 
the duty of the left is to conduct political education 
with as many people as possible until such time 
as when subjective and objective conditions are 
realized. He argues that participation in elections 
without factoring in these points will be an act of 
opportunism.

Sobukwe Shukura, a member of the All-African 
People’s Revolutionary Party (AAPRP), argued 
that the left should use elections as a tactic and a 
means in a strategical process toward getting power. 
He gives a brief history of USA elections to show 
how sometimes it is challenging for a Left party to 
make an impact in a bourgeois election.  He argues 
that Left parties, as well as individuals, should use 
elections as a tool to advance people’s democracy, 
not only at elections but at other times too.

Kimani Waweru shows how elections since flag 
independence in Kenya have been dominated by the 
rich, making it hard for ordinary citizens to win any  
elections unless they align with the rich. He argues 
that the left parties need to hasten the revolutionary 
moment when it will be easy for the masses to turn 
against the pro-imperialist parties and embrace 
progressive political parties.

Zarina Patel and Zahid Rajan, in a joint article, 
counter the argument by some left parties to justify 
their participation in elections. They argue that the 
Kenya Left has no mass base it can rely on. The 
Kenya Parliament, they argue, is reactionary as seen 
in how it votes on crucial bills, among them the two 
third gender rule. They emphasise that the solution 
lies in studying theory and adapting it to the socio-
politico-economic realities.  By doing so, the Left 
would be in a better position to devise new methods 
of struggle to break through the exploitative system  
that Kenyans live under. 

Editorial: Voting under Capitalism
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Kinuthia Ndungu, a Community Organizer and a 
member of the Communist Party of Kenya (CPK), 
argues that left parties and individuals in Kenya 
need to participate in elections. He argues that 
elections should be used as temporary vehicle to 
reach the masses and not a substitute for building a 
revolutionary vanguard. It is because of this reason, 
he explained, that the CPK will field candidates in 
the 2022 General Elections. If elected, the Party 
members will work towards instituting many 
progressive reforms within the current capitalist 
system so as to improve the welfare of the exploited 
and oppressed people. However, the Party will 
continue to advance the class struggle led by workers 
and their allies.

David Bii in his article on education shows how 
socialism has remained relevant even with all the 
attacks from the ruling class. He argues that there is 
need to empower the masses via political education 
in an effort to counter ruling class misinformation 
about socialism. 

Lastly, we present Part 2 of ‘Kenya: Repression and 
Resistance from Colony to Neo-colony 1948–1990’ 
which was first published in the issue No. 3 of TKS 
(2021) Part 2 carries selected documents, photos and 
illustrations of resistance.
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Left view on Elections
Ezra Otieno is an organizer and a member of the 
Central Committee of the Revolutionary Socialist 
League (RSL) in Kenya. He is also a member of 
Ukombozi Library
There is a prevalent misconception that Marxism is 
solely concerned with economics. It is undeniably 
true that Marxists believe that society’s economic 
relations form its foundation, and that you can’t 
understand the dynamics of a particular society 
unless you understand its underlying relations 
of production and class. “What distinguishes the 
various economic formations of society,” Marx 
wrote in Capital, “is the manner in which…surplus 
labor is extorted from the immediate producer, the 
worker.”

Arguments among the Kenyan left regarding 
participation in parliamentary elections have 
rekindled great interest on the topic of bourgeoisie 
elections to the left worldwide. The dilemma facing 
the Kenyan left is an appropriate point for engaging 
with the radical thoughts of Vladimir Lenin on the 
meaning of participating in parliamentary elections. 
This paper discusses his view of the link between 
strategy and tactics in parliamentary elections. The 
paper also summarizes attempts to decipher the 
relevance of Lenin’s arguments on parliamentary 
elections.

To start with, the state is a crucial component of 
the superstructure as it includes not only coercive 
agencies and official bureaucracies, but also 
legislative and executive bodies that switch hands 
between rival political parties, at least in systems 
where elections are held. Even in the most democratic 
form of the state, Engels defined the modern state as 
“the institution which the ruling classes—landowners 
and capitalists—have constructed for themselves 
in order to safeguard their social advantages. As a 
result, the working class must become involved in 
politics. To accomplish liberation, it must form its 
own autonomous political party.”

In a resolution in 1871 written for the International 
Workingmen’s Association’s London convention, 
Karl Marx argued that the “only way to guarantee 
the success of the social revolution and its ultimate 
end—the abolition of classes, the working class must 
create a party that is different from, and hostile to, 
the former parties formed by the propertied classes.”

The workers’ party must never be the tag tail of any 
bourgeois party; it must be autonomous, with its 
own aims and strategies. Perceptions of many people 
on politics are often shared around the restrictive 
boundaries of the multi-party system. Politics are 
viewed as the domain of politicians that have little 
to do with ‘us’ and by ‘us’ of the working class.

In the Kenyan context, just like in other capitalist 
systems in the world, any progressive party must be 
driven by the masses. Participation in elections by 
leftists must be informed by the ideological leanings 
of the masses. In Kenya, where a large number of 
people are still not ideologically conscious, the 
duty of every revolutionary is to conduct political 
education with as many people as possible until such 
a time when subjective and objective conditions are 
realized. Radical political education would entail 
determining the tactics and strategies to be used 
to capture state power. Until then, the mission of 
any serious left party is to conduct radical political 
education among the masses.

Other sections of the left movement use the 
term “infiltration”, meaning joining bourgeoisie 
institutions, such as Parliaments, and attempting to 
change them from within. Looking at the current 
conditions in Kenya, it would be practically 
impossible to bring change this way given the tribal 
inclinations of our political parties. Any progressive 
party would have to stoop to the level of these parties 
and mobilize along tribal lines and as argued earlier, 
the masses that are not yet politically conscious will 
treat this party as the usual liberal party. We can 
also learn from the experiences of “progressive” 
comrades who have vied for political seats and 
how they conformed to the norms of the capitalist 
system and did little or nothing at all to change the 
material conditions of the masses. These comrades 
seem opportunistic as they engaged in bourgeoisie 
elections without a critical analysis of the ideological 
levels and material conditions of the people.

Political parties that have ruled Kenya since 
independence have championed bourgeoisie 
interests at the expense of the masses, consequently 
alienating them. It is no wonder that most people 
do not take elections seriously.  For many people, 
elections are chances to “eat” from the competing 
politicians. When the masses engage in politics, 
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they realize that no party appears to be working in 
their best interests. Most liberal parties are meant 
to safeguard the interests of those referred to as the 
“captains of industry”, that is, bankers, industrialists, 
merchants, investors, and other corporate bigwigs.
People who desire to bring genuine and meaningful 
social change need to question themselves constantly 
on the meaning of elections. If elections are about 
the government, adopting policies that benefit 
businesses must be for the benefit of the working 
class. Regardless of the party that is in power, the 
massive machinery that runs the state is inextricably 
linked to commercial interests that are held by the 
revolving doors of lobbyists, attorneys, and the so-
called “regulatory” officials who alternate between 
the state and private sectors.

In my opinion, under no circumstance should a truly 
leftist party take part in bourgeoisie elections given 
the current conditions in the country. Revolutionaries 
can only take part in elections as a tactic when they 
are certain that the masses are politically conscious 
to understand the limits of bourgeoisie elections. 
Until then, engagement in radical political education 
should be the number one priority of our party.
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 Sobukwe Shukura   is a member of The All-African 
People’s Revolutionary Party (AAPRP) 
The All-African People’s Revolutionary Party 
(AAPRP) had a slogan in the 70’s and the 80’s: 
“Smash the Democratic and Republican Party”. We 
have today a more appropriate line calling for the 
dismantling of all bourgeoise parties globally. The 
AAPRP believes these capitalist parties cannot be 
redeemed. Some have mistakenly understood this 
to mean the AAPRP is against left participation in 
elections. Not only is that not true, but the AAPRP 
has supported many of our revolutionary Pan-
African and other Socialist alliances in their bid 
for power through the electoral process in Guinea 
Conakry, Guinea Bissau, Azania/South Africa, 
Brazil, Bolivia, Nicaragua, Venezuela, Zimbabwe 
etc. The AAPRP is not an electoral party at this 
stage. We are committed to organizing for Pan-
Africanism and bringing together revolutionary 
African organizations globally in the fight against 
our common enemy - imperialism.   

   “We must understand the politics of our 
community. And we must know what politics is 
supposed to produce. We must know what (role) 
politics play in our lives. And until we become 
politically mature? We will always be misled, lead 
astray, or deceived, or maneuvered into supporting 
someone politically, who doesn’t (have) the good of 
our community at heart. So, the political philosophy 
of Black Nationalism only means that we will have 
to carry on a political program of reeducation: to 
open our people’s eyes; make us (become) more 
politically conscious, politically mature; and then 
we will, whenever we get ready to cast our ballot? 
That ballot will be cast for a man (person) of the 
community, who has the good of the community at 
heart.” Malcolm X  The Ballot or the Bullet Speech 
Transcript - Malcolm X - Rev

We are sure with a close examination of Malcolm 
X’s now famous speech “The Ballot or the Bullet” 
he was clear that the ballot is a tactic not a principle. 
The ballot is a tactic like armed struggle or non-
violent direct action, (strikes, marches, sit-ins, etc.). 
Malcolm X said ‘by any means necessary’ in his 1964 
speech given at the founding of the Organization 
of Afro-American Unity.    We might say today by 
“All Means Necessary”. Kwame Ture and other 

members of The Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC) members said often that Martin 
Luther King and the Southern Christian Leadership 
Council saw non-violence as a principle and not a 
tactic (“Eyes On Prize Interviews” Judy Richarson’s 
Question 27 to Kwame Ture). If you see non-violence 
or violence, armed struggle or electoral politics as 
principles they become ends in themselves and not 
merely means to an end. Let me be clear here that 
the All-African People’s Revolutionary Party sees 
voting and electoral politics as a tactic and a means 
in a strategical process toward power. All strategy 
and tactics of any political party or formation must 
be guided by an ideology leading to clear objectives. 
That objective for the AAPRP is: One unified 
Socialist Africa. The objective of those in power 
is to stay in power, all others are seeking to either 
share or seize power. The objective of Neo-colonial, 
Settler and Capitalist parties is to maintain power. 
Therefore, all their organizational energies are used 
in this manner. Even the way they organize elections 
and election processes are designed for them to stay 
in power.

“Revolution is a science. It is not about feelings 
or sentimentality but what we call a dialectical & 
historical analysis of history. It requires having 
clearly defined goals and objectives based on the  
scientific analysis of the strengths and weaknesses 
of the people and the enemy. It is about developing 
and implementing a winning strategy and making 
adjustments when strategies fail and/or become 
obsolete.”  “Pan-Africanism and International 
Solidarity: Two Complementary Elements of the 
A-APRP” AAPRP-International.org   
  
The bourgeoise capitalist democratic state is 
designed to keep capitalism in power. Since 
capitalism represents a minority of the population 
and not the people’s interests, the only way it can 
stay in power is by keeping the people divided and 
powerless. In the first so-called modern democracies 
like the United States in 1776, only rich white land 
owners could vote. Every other sector of the society 
including Africans, workers and women got the vote 
by shedding their blood in the streets. Today after 
over almost 200 years, U.S. Settler Capitalism uses 
white supremist strategies to divide the electorate 
and suppress the vote. For working class people in 

Ballot or the Bullet:   Revolutionary Change by All
Means Necessary
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the U.S. there is no mass party that represents either 
their economic interest or principally their social 
interest. The questions of race, gender, religion 
are used to mobilize the people but not to organize 
them. Africans (people of African descent) in the 
U.S. fought and died for the right to vote in the U.S.  
The Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC) workers, working in the voting campaigns 
in the Southern United States saw that the Civil 
Rights movement had no strategy on how to use the 
vote for gaining political power beyond increasing 
Africans in the U.S. with the vote numerically, to 
just vote and elect more “Black People” to the same 
racist capitalist system. From then up to now, there 
are only the two, racist settler-capitalist parties, the 
democrats and the republicans, that have locked 
down the electoral process. The young SNCC 
workers helped to form alternative parties including 
the “Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party” and 
“Lowndes County Freedom Party (Black Panther 
Party)” in the sixties. The “Black Panther Party”, 
known for its symbol, was able to register and increase 
people of African descent voting numbers in their 
local area. The Mississippi Freedom Democratic 
Party (MFDP) fielded a slate of alternative delegates 
to the Democratic Convention and challenged 
the all-white slate that was chosen without the 
participation of the African (Black) population.  
The Democratic Party refused MFDP delegates and 
offered them only one seat which MFDP refused. 
Ideologically though left of the Settler-regime, 
neither of these formations had socialist ideologies 
and those forces from them who didn’t move on to 
left organizations, became Democrats. Almost 90 
percent of the African elected officials belong to the 
democratic party. Although some reforms have been 
made, the African people have very little power in 
the Democratic Party per their numbers. Indeed, 
the numerically smaller Zionist lobby yields much 
more power than Africans in the Democratic Party. 
The call for Black Power, a slogan raised by SNCC, 
sparked an important debate over the use of the vote 
as a tactic for electoral influence verses using it to 
gain political power. Using the vote to gain political 
power requires a revolutionary political party or 
front of parties with a mass character, organizing 
workers, women, youth, peasants, etc.      

The socialist and communist parties in the U.S. have 
only been elected as mayors, congressmen, senators 
and so forth in their individual capacity. The power 
of Communists in the United States was gutted in 

the 1940’s under the “McCarthy Internal Security 
Act” that expelled communists from the industrial 
unions. The U.S. Unions of today are largely aligned 
to the Democratic Party and their Capitalist and 
Imperialist foreign policies. The closest leftist ever 
to becoming a U.S. President was Social Democrat, 
Bernie Sanders, who ran as a Democrat. Today the 
left organizations have no collective electoral front 
or collective strategy and individually these Parties 
have never gotten more than 3% of the vote. 

We make these observations because of the 
undue influence the bourgeois form of so called 
“democratic elections” dominate the discourse of 
the neo-colonial state in Africa and the world. These 
capitalist elections promote form over essence, 
the individual over the collective and a horse race 
instead of the battle of ideas. There is in essence a 
one-party state in the U.S., Australia and Israel in the 
sense that the major competing parties support setter-
capitalism.  The neo-colonial states in Africa were 
formed by collusion with local opportunist elites and 
coercive forces from imperialist states. Imperialism 
will support multiparty, one party, or an autocratic 
state if it meets its interests, for example by their 
historical support of the one-party state in Kenya and 
now the multi-party state in Kenya. History actually 
shows that for the oppressed, a socialist one party-
state has advanced the people’s interest more rapidly 
than the multi-party model. Russia, China, Ghana, 
Cuba, Guinea Conakry and Guinea Bissau advanced 
in all the social fields for instance education, health 
care as well as women’s and worker’s rights under 
a one-party state. Multi-Partyism in Africa took two 
forms: First, people’s defense against neo-colonial 
capitalist one-party states and semi-feudal regimes, 
and secondly by the imperialist imposed multi-
partyism to destroy the power of one-party socialist 
governments and to retard cohesion among ethnic 
groups and other social strata. Guinea Conakry 
under the African Democratic Party of Guinea 
(PDG) banned parties based on ethnicity or religion. 
This is to point out that in neo-colonial and former 
colonial states in general and in Africa in particular, 
we are fighting both internal contradictions micro-
nationalisms, semi-feudal traditions and external 
contradictions of foreign finance (IMF, Barclays 
Bank, Foreign/Settler controlled industries and 
land), and military apparatuses that occupy the state 
(AFRICOM, NATO, Israel Security Firms).

There are many examples of left fronts formed 
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to take power through electoral politics like 
Chile, Venezuela, Brazil, some formed during the 
revolutionary process and others after the execution 
of an armed struggle in the context of Algeria, 
Tanzania, Cuba. There are parties that came to 
power in Africa using elections that then proceeded 
to embark on building socialist societies after 
taking power including Ghana and Guinea Conakry 
etc. The critical process for Left participation, we 
reiterate here, is that there must be a revolutionary 
strategy. What are the forces in tension? Is the left 
unified? Are the left parties or fronts unified around 
a common ideology or platform? If the state is neo-
colonial, are there nationalist parties that want to 
free the state from foreign economic domination? 
Is there a land question?  What is the strength of 
labor? What is the strength of women and youth 
movements and organizations? Do you have more 
chances of victory on the local level? Are there seats 
on the national level? Is this a campaign of exposure 
for your organization and your platform? Most of all, 
can you build a left party/front that can distinguish 
itself ideologically and politically from the ruling 
class agenda? Many Left powers have simply been 
absorbed by the state. The current election in Kenya 
is largely a collaboration between the same ruling 
elites.  The 2022 election started in Kenya in 2018 
and to date there is no Left candidate or coalition 
built yet capable of changing the old guard on the 
presidential or national level. The Communist Party 
Kenya recently announced their decision to form 
a coalition with several coast parties and made 
overtures with other like-minded parties. There 
is some value in this even if the effort yields few 
electoral votes in the 2022 election.  The bigger 
challenge is building a nationwide left people-
centered coalition that is at a minimum anti-neo-
colonial and anti-patriarchal.  The Revolutionary 
Pan-Africanist Kwame Nkrumah said in a speech 
at the Organization of African Unity in 1963 the 
following about national independence.
                     
“On this continent, it has not taken us long to 
discover that the struggle against colonialism does 
not end with the attainment of national independence. 
Independence is only the prelude to a new and more 
involved struggle for the right to conduct our own 
economic and social affairs; to construct our society 
according to our aspirations, unhampered by 
crushing and humiliating neo-colonialist controls 
and interference.”  Kwame Nkrumah (Read Entire 
1963 OAU Speech) 

Revolutionary Pan-Africanist and socialist 
internationalists must look at elections as a tool to 
advance people’s democracy; popular democracy 
that strengthens mass participation not only in 
elections but participation in the political life of the 
society. Their goal must again be organization not 
just mobilization. There must be popular political 
education like in Venezuela around the constitution 
for instance, while recruiting and increasing 
ideologically trained cadre in the party/parties.  
Amilcar Cabral said, one of the greatest weaknesses 
of national liberation parties and organizations 
has been the lack of constant ideological training.   
Revolutionaries must also be honest about their 
own strength and the strength of the other political 
forces before competing for office. Sometimes a 
campaign against neo-colonial elections can be 
just as effective in organizing the people’s political 
power. For revolutionaries, every election in Africa 
and the world is our concern because each election 
either advances, retards or supports the current status 
in the fight against imperialism. Africa is under neo-
colonialism today; neo-colonialism is imperialism 
and no state alone can defeat imperialism. Summarily 
one ethic group or sector cannot defeat a neo-colonial 
state.  Achieving Africa’s sovereignty is based on our 
struggle for pan-African working-class organization, 
locally, continentally and internationally. Many 
errors have been made by the Left in our election 
strategies emerging from colonialism. 

The mass parties in Azania/South Africa gives us a 
good example here. The national liberation parities 
in Southern Africa particularly Azania/Southern 
Africa had a mass character bringing together 
workers, youth, women and a revolutionary Pan-
African/Socialist intelligentsia. They waged political 
struggle using armed struggle, strikes and marches, 
garnering Pan-African and other international 
support. The freedom fighters from the Southern 
African Region had support bases throughout the 
continent from Ghana and Guinea Conakry to Libya 
and Tanzania and received material from the OAU 
African Liberation Committee. The Cubans sent tens 
of thousands of troops to Angola alone. Liberated 
states like Guinea Bissau Angola, Mozambique, and 
Zimbabwe fought together against the remaining 
Settler-Regime in Azania/South Africa.   The three 
major liberation forces of the African National 
Congress (ANC), Pan-Africanist Congress of 
Azania and Azanian People’s Organization could 
not achieve a revolutionary front before going into 
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the elections in 1994. This lack of an African Left 
front gave more negotiating power to the minority 
settler-class parties supported by global capital. The 
ANC negotiated away three of their main political 
positions before the elections. 1) They would not 
disarm until liberation was won; 2) The resources 
would be nationalized and 3) the elections would 
be based on one person one vote. The ANC was the 
majority party in 1994 and still is but other parties 
are gaining ground like the left leaning “Economic 
Freedom Party” and the right “National Alliance 
Party”. There is a growing class struggle inside and 
out of the ANC coalition. Congress of South African 
Trade Unions (COSATU) expelled the National 
Union of Metal Workers of South Africa (NUMSA) 
from the trade union federation, sparking formation 
of Socialist Revolutionary Workers Party (SRWP). 
There is renewed energy among the youth calling 

for more socialist policies. The pressure to address 
land reclamation, neo-colonial corruption and white 
settler-capitalism (who controls 70% of capital in 
South Africa) is driving the discussion. If the left 
parties consolidated in Azania/South Africa it would 
be a major blow to imperialism on the continent. 

I note four things in conclusion: 
1)  Left Parties need a common electoral strategy. 
2) Left parties need a national coalition/front of 

workers, women and youth 
3) Left parties need a developed propaganda machine 

capable of waging ideological struggle nationally 
and internationally 

4) Left forces in Africa have to unite organizationally 
across the continent building an “All-African 
Committee for Political Coordination” leading to 
a continental wide socialist political party.  
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Kimani Waweru 
In every country, the election of people to political 
positions presents an opportunity to the citizenry to 
choose those who can tackle their prevailing issues. 
Most countries in the world undergo this process at 
a specified interval. Due to the privileges associated 
with political offices in capitalist countries, 
candidates scramble for votes from electorates with 
exaggerated promises. Once elected, most of the 
politicians ignore their promises and concentrate 
on self-aggrandizement. They normally use their 
positions to influence the award of state contracts 
to people they have connections with or to extort 
bribes from those they award contracts to.

It is too costly to vie for elective positions in Kenya 
and this is one of the reasons elections are dominated 
by the wealthy. It becomes extremely difficult for an 
ordinary citizen, however popular, to win an election 
unless they pay homage to political parties run and 
controlled by the ruling class. Upon being elected, 
their allegiance goes to the bwanyenye (bourgeois) 
party rather than to those who elected him. In Kenya, 
major political parties are usually controlled by the 
bwanyenye class (powerful and rich people) imbued 
with the ideology of capitalism. These intrigues are 
not apparent to ordinary citizens due to the tight 
control of the means of communication (media) by 
the same class. These bwanyenye parties deceive 
the masses by articulating issues affecting working 
people and promising to solve their problems. Once 
in power, they renege on their promises which are 
contrary to their true class interests and replace them 
with capitalistic policies geared towards acquisition 
of wealth at the expense of the poor.

In the recent past, key leaders and the lieutenants 
of these political parties have been traversing the 
country deceiving Kenyans by telling them what 
they want to hear and not necessarily what they can 
do for them. The politicians dwell on attacking their 
fellow bwanyenye opponents from other parties, 
implying they are better than them. Ironically, 
their rallies are well attended by the oppressed and 
suffering Kenyans who innocently believe them in 
the hope that their lives will be easy upon electing 
either of the rival politicians. 

The reality of Kenyan elections over the years has 
been the dominance of elites and the wealthy, most 
of who owe allegiance to the former colonialists. 
It is therefore not surprising to see that all Kenyan 
general elections have over the years been backed by 
western imperialists countries. They make sure that 
the competing political parties, especially the bigger 
ones, share the capitalistic ideology of individualism, 
stealing wealth from workers and peasants, and 
promotion of antipeople neoliberal policies. Where 
there is no leftist or pro-people party or it is weak and 
its ideologies unknown to the people, like in Kenya, 
the imperialists feel strong enough to dictate to the 
bwanyenye political parties on how to conduct their 
affairs. These bwanyenye parties, on the other hand, 
are not homogeneous; some are liberal, right wing, 
centre right, social democrats while others pose as 
leftist but when push comes shove, they jump to 
petty bougeosis tendencies. It is no wonder that one 
finds members of such pseudo leftist parties asking 
voters to vote for them and vote for their affiliated 
bourgeosis presidential candidate especially 
when they are contesting in areas where a certain 
presidential candidate is popular. The lack of strong 
leftist party makes the imperialists choose among 
the bourgeoises parties; the one that accommodates 
their interests the most. Once they choose one, the 
other bwanyenye parties which are not favored 
normally castigate the imperialists, telling Kenyans 
that their problems cannot be tackled by the western/
foreign countries as if they would not have worked 
with the imperialists had they been chosen instead.
In case a socialist party gains strength and people 
understand its ideology and thereby threatens the 
bwanyenye parties, the imperialists mobilize all the 
bwanyenye parties irrespective of their stand and 
make them end their differences by uniting them 
by all means against such a leftist party. This tactic 
was exercised very well in Nicaragua when all 
rightist parties were forced to support one candidate 
(Violeta Chamora) against Sandinista candidate 
(Daniel Ortega) in the1990 general elections. This 
conspiracy saw Violeta emerge the victor.

In 2017 general elections when bwanyenye political 
parties i.e. ODM, Jubilee, Wiper, ANC and Ford 
Kenya were competing, the imperialists did not 
interference apart since they knew that either camp 

The Reality of Bwanyenye or Bourgeoisie Elections -
To Participate or not to Participate



The Kenya Social ist  No.4 2022

13

will side with them upon taking power. Another thing 
one needs to understand is that even if imperialist 
countries share the same ideology, they compete 
among themselves for the wealth in the countries of 
the South since this is a rule of capitalism. They work 
together on some fundamentals but differ on non-
fundamentals. The contradiction between the USA 
and UK is not a fundamental one while that between 
the Kenyan people and the comprador regime which 
is in service of the imperialists is a fundamental one. 
Therefore, if the two imperialist countries differ, 
Kenyan people should not assume that they are not 
together on fundamental issues affecting our people.

What is to be done?
Some leftist individuals in Kenya have over the years 
boycotted general elections citing lack of changes 
in the regime as reasons for refraining. Others have 
claimed that since the regime is controlled by the 
bwanyenye parties it would be hard for them to 
make any impact. Yet another group, due to either 
opportunism and/or ideological weaknesses which 
renders them unable to understand that the struggle 
for genuine change takes long time, get tired and 
opt to join bwanyenye politics. They justify their 
opportunistic move by arguing that for one to change 
the regime, one has to be inside it. Upon election, 
some of these people get disillusioned once they 
realize that they cannot change a neocolonial state 
from within, as any positive initiative is frustrated. 
Some end up joining the bandwagon of other MPs 
in looting and corrupting the country, thus enriching 
themselves.

The issue of progressive or leftist individuals 
participating in bwanyenye election is one which 
needs to be debated seriously since it is complex. In 
some cases, there is a need for participating while in 
others it may not be wise. For one to make the right 
choice, a scientific analysis of the situation has to be 
undertaken. The analysis should look at the forces 
behind the bwanyenye regime and also the strength 
of the alternative force (leftist party). The needs of 
the poor masses (workers, peasants etc.) should also 
be considered since one is participating in elections 
to help them achieve their goals. If such participation 
will boost the struggle for the people against 
neocolonial regime and ripen the revolutionary 
situation, then doing so will be right. But if nothing 
will be achieved and instead the neocolonial 
regime will take advantage in entrenching itself 
and confusing the masses, then participation will 

be a betrayal of the revolutionary struggle and the 
masses. But the most important point to note is that 
one needs to contest through a socialist party. It 
is the party that should do the analysis and decide 
whether it is appropriate to contest. 

In Kenya, like in many countries in the South, the 
objective conditions for revolution are ripe but the 
catalyst (a revolutionary party) is weak. This has 
led to subjective conditions or the consciousness 
of the masses being very low. In such a situation, 
the progressive patriots should continue organizing 
and exposing the contradiction within the capitalist 
society and exposing the political bankruptcy of the 
neocolonial state through a Marxist-Leninist-Maoist 
party. They should continue to advocate for the 
immediate needs of the masses in a situation in which 
the neocolonial state does not implement measures 
such as the nationalization of public utilities, 
provision of free medical care, resettling of landless 
people, free and compulsory education, subsidizing 
basic commodities such as food and the provision 
of housing, among others. In so doing, they will be 
in a good position to win the masses to their side 
and expose the deception of the bwanyenye political 
parties. This act should be waged in a determined 
manner knowing very well that it is only by doing 
so that the battle will be won. This will contribute 
to hastening the revolutionary moment whereby it 
will be easy for the masses to turn against the pro-
imperialist parties and embrace the socialist political 
party. We should also be aware that the reactionary 
forces will not just wait and let things turn to the 
advantage of the socialist party. They will use the state 
machinery which they control to hamper any move 
that could make them lose power. But if the party 
cadres are ideologically equipped with a scientific 
theory - such as Marxism-Leninism-Maoism (MLM) 
- to demystify the capitalist system which oppresses 
and exploits our people, and to illuminate the path 
to be used in liberating themselves, they will be able 
to overcome such challenges and lead the party to 
victory.

Last, I want to conclude by reading out a passage 
from Bob Avakian, the Chairman of Revolutionary 
Communist party of USA:

“The capitalists control the system of elections, 
and every other dominant institution, in this 
country. Voting under this system, for either the 
existing bourgeoisis parties, is voting for ruling 
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class parties who are determined to keep this 
system going, despite the terrible cost to the 
masses of humanity, and even with the very real 
threat this poses to the existence of humanity.

No matter what promises these politicians 
make—and no matter what schemes people try 
to come up with to make things more “just” or 
“equal” under this system—none of this can 
change the basic nature of this system and the 
way it has to operate because of its very nature.

The relations of exploitation and oppression that 
are built into this system are enforced through 
its institutions of official power and violence—
the parliament and the presidency, the courts, 
and especially the police and the military.”
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Kinuthia Ndung’u: 
This paper is written as a contribution to the 
ideological seminar “The Role of the Left and Social 
Movements in Elections” held at Kenya National 
Theater, Cheche gallery on 28th July 2021. I pen this 
modest contribution to highlight my position on the 
question as we celebrate the reincarnation of Allende 
in Gabriel Boric’s electoral victory in Chile. We also 
celebrate with Bolivia the victory of MAS party 
Presidential candidate Luis Arce that culminated in 
the return of Evo Morales. Both Allende and Evo 
were democratically elected but overthrown by 
counter revolutionary violence with the help of US 
imperialism, ushering in neo-liberal governments. 
There is a need to acknowledge mistakes made, 
ascertaining the reasons for them, analyzing the 
conditions that led up to them and then rectifying 
errors. History is important in our analysis, those 
who cannot remember the past are condemned to 
repeat it.

Can socialists reform the state apparatus of the 
current system to become a new and better one?  

I remind you of Germany in the early 20th century, 
The Social Democrats were split between reformist 
who thought they could vote socialism into 
existence, and revolutionaries like Rosa Luxemburg, 
who, while valuing reforms, argued that capitalism 
and democracy were incompatible in the long run. 
The pamphlet Reform or Revolution, (Luxemburg, 
1900), critiqued the reformism of Edward Bernstein 
who redefined the fundamental character of 
labour movement as a “democratic social reform 
party” and not a party of social revolution. Rosa 
Luxemburg viewed electoralism as a tool to build 
class consciousness and extract concessions but 
not to solve the inherent contradictions. Another 
pamphlet - The Elections to the National Assembly 
(Luxemburg, 1918) - argues that our participation in 
elections was primarily to cast out the bourgeoisie 
and raise the victorious banner of proletarian 
revolution. 

It sounds contradictory to admit the impossibility of 
building socialism via the electoral path yet contest 
for electoral positions, right? 

Petty bourgeois democrats replaced class struggles 

with dreams of class harmony, and even pictured 
socialist transformation in a dreamy fashion. This 
attitude to the state is a manifestation of the fact 
that they were sham socialists using neo-socialist 
phraseology. As socialists, we are opponents of the 
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. We must uphold the 
revolutionary aspects of Marxism and stand against 
bourgeois reformism. Marx and Engels argued 
that the class struggle in France had proved that 
the working class could not simply lay hold of the 
readymade state machinery and wield it for its own 
purpose. 

The State and Revolution (Lenin, 1917) gives a 
good introduction to the nature of the state and 
why getting socialism is not simply a question of 
voting for left parties in an election. In Theses on the 
Communist Parties and Parliamentarism (Second 
Congress of the Communist International, 1920), 
Lenin, explaining the reason for us to participate in 
these elections, noted: 

The argument that parliament is a bourgeois 
state institution cannot be used against 
parliamentary struggle. The communist Party 
does not enter these institutions in order to 
carry out organic work there, but in order to 
help the masses break up the state machine and 
the parliament itself through action….”

Lenin’s position is rooted in what Marx and Engels 
argued before him; that a socialist party should stand 
for parliamentary elections, not with the primary 
intention of passing reforms and not for a moment 
renouncing the revolutionary conquest of power 
by the proletariat. Our participation in election is 
therefore a matter of tactic rather than strategy. After 
the collapse of the 1st international, Engels argued 
against abstentionism (from elections).  He wrote on 
the need to utilize all forms of struggle and conceive 
them as an overall strategy for revolution. As for the 
left organizing in Kenya, it is a correct idea for us 
to participate in both the parliamentary and extra 
parliamentary struggle, at both above and below 
levels. This participation in elections is necessary as 
a rule, unless in the circumstance where the mood of 
our masses is rebellious and the objective conditions 
are ripe for revolution. We should however be careful 
not to relegate ourselves to a strategy of inheriting 
the existing rotten state which has proved to be a 

Should the Left Avoid Parliaments and Elections Altogether?
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great waste of time for decades across Africa, Asia 
and Latin America.

Our participation in bourgeois elections can be a 
useful tactic, but there are limits to how far we should 
go down that road. Our participation must always be 
in the form of the worker’s parties. Lenin and his 
comrades formed the Russian Social Democratic 
Labour Party to maintain their class independence 
while espousing socialist ideas to the workers. To 
spend time supporting any candidate running within 
any bourgeois political party is an opportunity cost 
in terms of time that we cannot afford.

The Communist Party of Kenya believes in 
elections in so far as it is a temporary vehicle to 
reach the masses and not a substitute for building a 
revolutionary vanguard. In the pamphlet “Left-Wing” 
Communism: An Infantile Disorder (Vladimir, 
1920), Lenin’s underlying argument called on 
revolutionary socialists to work wherever the masses 
were to be found. This meant communists had to 
work with reformist trade unions and also participate 
in parliamentary elections. He correctly analyzed 
that the workers had illusions in the parliamentary 
system and therefore they had to capitalize on that 
platform to educate the masses in order to enlighten 
and awaken their consciousness. The pamphlet also 
spells out electoral alliances forged between the 
Bolsheviks and bourgeois reactionaries. This was 
a tactical way of reaching the masses to advance 
their ideological and political struggle against the 
opportunist and reformist voices. 

Mwandawiro Mghanga, the Chair of the Communist 
Party of Kenya (CPK), in the article The 2022 
National Elections; Kenyans Think Outside the 
Box (Kwaela News Network, 2019) addressed the 
question of participation in the coming elections. He 
noted;

“To them you from the working class in the 
box and who tear each other apart in your 
own ethnicity especially during the elections, 
as you did in 2007/8 and repeated in 2017, 
thinking you belong to the same ethnicity with 
them, they use and dump you in the dust bin 
of poverty, marginalization and backwardness 
where you will belong until the next elections 

or until and unless you get yourselves out of 
the box. For to them you in the box are mere 
elections statistics and voting machines” 

He argued that the reactionary politicians have 
cornered the voters. They use all the means at their 
disposal, including, but not limited to the press, 
tribalism, political meetings and all the machinery 
of propaganda to ensure voters remain permanently 
fixed in the reactionary box. The people are then 
forced to decide between corrupt and tribal candidates 
who hardly think about legislating to really improve 
conditions of workers. He concludes that the CPK 
believes in progressive reforms aimed at improving 
the welfare of the exploited and oppressed as it 
advances class struggle led by workers and their 
allies

The Constitution of Kenya 2010 has expanded civil 
liberties and allows the left to organize overtly. 
This is an opportunity to fight on all fronts and 
CPK will therefore field candidates for different 
positions. In fact, the party has already established 
a United Political Coalition at the Coast ahead of 
the 2022 elections. This gives the party a platform 
to lead debates on issues such as historical land 
injustices and privatization of the Port of Mombasa, 
thereby deepening the debate on alternatives to 
neo-liberalism and capitalism.  Our reality is that 
the masses still believe elections are the only way 
to bring about a meaningful change. Do we leave 
these politically activated masses to the hands of 
reactionary politicians with backward ideas?  The 
coming elections offer CPK a platform to expose 
the systemic failure of capitalism in Kenya, counter 
capitalist propaganda, measure our power of 
organizing and develop class-consciousness among 
our people.

If CPK is able to capture seats in the coming 
bourgeois elections, it embarks on reforms –not 
as a way to socialism, but progressive reforms to 
make people’s lives better. These policies are clearly 
outlined in the Minimum and Maximum program of 
the party (Communist Party of Kenya, 2019). The 
Kenyan Constitution 2010 can be used to institute 
many progressive reforms within our current 
capitalist system. As students of history, we are 
aware that freedom and liberation of our society will 
ultimately only be realized when the current system 
of capitalism is replaced by a historically higher, 
progressive and human socialist system.
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Zarina Patel & Zahid Rajan 
I’ve come to learn that if you want to change the 
world, you must change people1 Shyam Shah 

Topic: Should the left participate in the 2022 general 
election or boycott it?
Presumed Objective: That electing a few Left-
leaning members to Parliament will lead to 
Parliament upholding the Constitution and ensuring 
more just and democratic law-making.  
Our position: That at this point in time and given 
the prevailing circumstances, even if we were able 
to get a few progressive and Leftist members elected 
to Parliament (which we think unlikely), they would 
make very little, if any, impact on the present 
parliamentary modus operandi. So, the question is 
not: Should we boycott the Election? It is ‘Should we, 
in the present stage of our political organising, even 
think of participating in a parliamentary election?’ 
We maintain that the time (2 years if not more), 
resources and energy our small group of radical 
activists would expend in campaigning would be 
infinitely better spent building the mass base without 
which no meaningful change is possible. 

In October 2020, in response to this position, the 
Communist Party of Kenya (CPK) asked us to read 
Vladimir Lenin’s ‘Left-Wing’ Communism – An 
Infantile Disorder’. We did so and to summarise: 
our main argument was that when Lenin wrote this 
theoretical piece, he did so with the backing of a 
Socialist Party and a politically advanced mass base. 
To date we have neither in Kenya. That is not in any 
way to denigrate the efforts being made to build a 
left constituency and raise socialist awareness; but to 
recognise that we are yet very much in our infancy. 

1. THE PARTY/ORGANISATION. We are 
extremely small in numbers and even that minority 
is organisationally fragmented because, we think, 
overall, we lack ideological theory and clarity as 
well as genuine commitment. In short, we have a 
long way to go before we can apply Lenin’s theory 
re ‘Should we participate in Bourgeois Parliaments?’ 

It is important to note that Lenin did also write that, 
‘parliamentarism is historically obsolete because a 

free and fair election can never be held in a capitalist 
society … but it is politically desirable because of the 
generally held view by the masses that parliamentary 
elections are the only route to ensuring democracy’. 

This ‘political desire’ is very true of the Kenyan 
public which puts its faith in a ‘free and fair election’ 
and has no inkling of a possible alternative because, 
in the absence of any ideological education/exposure, 
it accepts unquestioningly the imperialist model. 

2. THE MASS BASE. We have no mass base to 
speak of. What we do have in Kenya is masses of 
suffering wananchi who are thoroughly disgruntled 
and disillusioned by the ruling class but see no 
alternative. The latter is emphasised because people 
have little or no understanding of the workings of 
the system which oppresses them and a possible 
alternative. This is hardly surprising given that 
even in our ‘progressive’ middle class circles, the 
word ‘capitalism’ is hardly ever mentioned or 
analysed while ‘socialism’ is grossly mis-used and 
‘Imperialism’ is not even on the horizon. ‘Class 
struggle’ more often than not is simply the aspiration 
to move up the social ladder and escape the grinding 
inequality.

The reality: We have (and have had) a Parliament 
which is unashamedly capitalist, sexist, homophobic, 
self-seeking, corrupt and un-informed. There have 
always been a few stalwarts who try to swim against 
the tide but have to invariably toe the line or get 
over-ruled. The two-thirds gender rule, the issue of 
salaries and perks, the non-implementation of the 
Ndungu and TJRC Reports - are just some of the 
glaring failings of this so-called ‘august’ house. I 
am sure we are all in agreement with these facts and 
need no convincing. 

There is another of Lenin’s teachings we need to 
emphasise. He has stated unequivocally that ‘the state 
is a tool of the ruling class’.  The state is not neutral 
– it has a class base and operates on behalf of big 
capital. It engages several bodies such as the police, 
the army, the parliament and the media to maintain 
and sustain its interests and its supremacy. There is 
no way the oligarchs and their allies will allow any 
loss of control of this important ‘tool’. Elections for 

Should the Left Participate in the 2022 General Election or 
Boycott It?
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them are just a ploy to pacify the masses and can be 
dispensed with if push comes to shove.

It is, in our opinion, only a mass of working people 
who are central to the economy who can hope to 
effectively begin to confront this ruling class which 
is not just national, but has global connections. The 
reality is that, using religion, the media and the 
NGOs, imperialism has thoroughly indoctrinated 
and ambushed the people. This mass (proletariat) 
must be organized, politicized and mobilized with 
an experience of self-reliance (soviets), loyalty to a 
trusted leadership; a conviction that a new world is 
possible and a vision of how it will look. Comrades 
from the middle class whose left/socialist credentials 
are beyond dispute should join them and provide the 
intellectual, ideological and technological in-put.

We italicise the terms proletariat and soviets 
because it is clear that a century or so later, while 
the main principles and strategies for a revolutionary 
transformation of society laid down by Marx, 
Engels, Lenin and Mao remain relevant, the methods 
and analyses adopted by the revolutionaries of the 
USSR or China are not always applicable today. 
Capitalism’s neo-liberal project by its very nature 
creates dissent, but dissent on its own does not lead 
to revolutionary change. People’s uprisings in Africa 
and elsewhere in the last decade have been truly 
inspiring but to date have been stalemated by the 
counter-revolution.

Today’s revolutionaries need to study theory, adapt 
it to our socio-politico-economic realities and 
devise new methods of struggle to break through 
the exploitative system we live in. We have much to 
learn from left colleagues and movements in South 
Africa, Nigeria, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Sudan and 
North Africa. We, middle class activists, must move 
away from rhetoric. We have much to learn from 
politicized workers with regard to this exploitation; 
as well as engage with basic humanity, communal 
organizing, solidarity and commitment. It is no easy 
task for us to win the necessary trust and acceptance 
without which we will remain ‘toothless bulldogs’.

It is only by engaging in protests in support of the 
Constitution or Judiciary or against corruption, 
police brutality, evictions, land grabs, domestic 
violence and so much else that we can forge 
intra class relationships, build solidarity with 
working people, share our ideas and win over the 

sympathetic/empathetic elements in the government 
and the religious sector. Of course, these protests 
are reformist but they must be seen as the means 
to achieving the revolutionary goal of forming the 
post-capitalist state.

1. Given the huge advances in technology, weaponry, 
surveillance, AI, etc. the previous methods of 
confrontation and armed struggle are no longer 
as applicable. Globally there is a move to support 
community and grass-root populations which seek 
to minimize victimization by the capitalist system 
by becoming more self-reliant and self-sustaining, 
strengthen their class organisations and ensure the 
full participation of women with the long-term view 
of building international alliances to break down the 
walls of global capitalism. For an inspiring read visit 
. 

A word about the role of women. Just as racism is 
a vital pillar of capitalism, even more universal is 
the ideology of patriarchy; and just as we support 
the campaigns against racism, patriarchy needs to be 
challenged NOW. The family and its exploitation is 
the kingpin of this economic system, socializing the 
family and liberating women is a key task if we are to 
enlist the full participation of half of the population, 
and lay the building blocks of a new society. Women 
activists are already making their presence felt in the 
radical/revolutionary movements across the world. 
In Africa, this is evidenced in Egypt, Algeria, Sudan, 
South Africa, Nigeria and here in Kenya too. But 
without women in leadership and decision-making 
positions in our organisations, socialization of the 
family will not be achieved. 

There are no short cuts to building this new world – 
it is a journey of ‘a hundred miles’. Demonstrations 
and marches and reliving our past patriotic history 
are only the first steps; we have a long way to go. 
We are on the right side of history but we are few in 
number and we must not underestimate the power 
of the forces against us. Nor must we dissipate our 
energies and our resources wantonly. To participate 
in parliamentary elections at this time when we have 
neither the required organizational support nor the 
mass base is an exercise in futility and a waste of 
time and resources. And it has the added undesirable 
result of once again reaffirming the importance of 
elections in the people’s psyche. 
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Bill David 
The last two decades have witnessed an unprecedented 
(one can even say, obsessive), offensive against the 
ideas of socialism on a world scale. The collapse of 
the Soviet Union and it’s bureaucratically planned 
system, alongside it’s Eastern European satellites, 
was held up as definite proof of the unworkability 
of Socialism.

In fact, some, like the American Francis Fukayama, 
were as bold as to pronounce not just the death of 
Communism but also “the end of the History”.

It behoves the vanguard for/of socialism to mount 
a defence. But many such efforts have proved 
counterproductive in the past. They were carried 
out in the realms of theory and above the mundane 
everyday realities of the lives of people. They thus 
failed to find any resonance with working people.

The defence of socialism and socialist ideas need 
not be made through long-winded academic 
discourses. Any such attempts would appear to be 
mere apologetics. Indeed, most of those which have 
appeared have been too stringent, too defensive and 
even shrill in trying to counter the detractors.

Marxism has withstood centuries of attacks, 
misinterpretation, misappropriation, misapplication, 
and distortion. Marx, Engels, Lenin, Trotsky, and 
others had long predicted such eventualities.

But did socialism really die? Was there such a 
conclusive proof of it unviability? Socialism never 
died nor is it unviable. Why? 

The main reason for this is the living reality of 

socialist ideas. Whether in the ghettos of South 
Africa, the favellas of Brazil or the sweat shops 
of China, the life conditions of the people are a 
testament to the unworkability of capitalism.

It’s heartening that The Kenya Socialist should 
appear at this critical time, when capitalism appears 
to be in its death throes, it needs concerted efforts to 
push it off the cliff.

The task of educating the masses can’t be more 
urgent as in the present.

With the prevailing political illiteracy, fostered by the 
ruling class, it’s imperative that counter arguments/
offensives should be made.

Despite the glaring socioeconomic and political 
iniquities in the society, and the people’s receptive 
mood for change, the ruling class usually channels 
such steam into harmless parliamentary, electoral 
activities. They disarm the people and drown their 
felt grievances in superficial changes involving 
parties or individuals.

The ruling class never addresses the need for a 
change of the system – capitalism itself. Doing so 
would be suicidal for it as a class.

The ruling class therefore is never interested in the 
real education of the masses. They would not have 
an enlightened, informed and rational citizenry. 
Such a people pose a danger, not just to the existing 
regimes, but also those aspiring to replace them.

The people remain the poorer for it.

Let’s keep up the good work.

On the Education of the People
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Issue No. 3 of The Kenya Socialist  carried the first part of the above article by Shiraz Durrani and Kimani 
Waweru. The article which appeared in the Palgrave Encyclopedia of Imperialism and Anti-Imperialism  ((2nd 
ed., 2021) did not contain illustrations prepared with the article.  This issue of TKS reproduces some of the 
illustrations from that file.  Ukombozi Library has the full paper collection of the original documents. There 
is a now an attempt by Vita Books, Ukombozi Library and History254  to digitise these and other material in 
Kenya Resistance, under the title, the Kenya Resistance Archives.  Contact the Editors or History254 for fur-
ther details about the digitisation Project.

Kenya: Repression and Resistance: From Colony to
Neo-Colony, 1948-1990.  Part 2: Illustration
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Countdown to Freedom.  (Africa Events 1990)

Saba Saba resistance  (Africa Events 1990)

People Resist
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Saba Saba resistors (Africa Events, 1990)

Police Disperse Protesters (1992)
Police dispersing Kenyans protesting in Uhuru Park, Freedom Corner in Nairobi calling for the release of 
political prisoners.  March 1992. (Photo: Khamisi Ramdhan)
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University of Nairobi students demonstrate (1992)  (Photo: Nation)

Molo residents demonstrate (1992) Photo: Nation
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InDependent Kenya. (1982) front cover

ORGANISED RESISTANCE
December Twelve Movement (DTM



The Kenya Social ist  No.4 2022

27

Pambana No. 1 (May 1982)
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Pambana. No. 2 (July 1983)
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MWAKENYA

Mwakenya: Draft Minimum Programme (1987) Register of Resistance 1986 (1987)
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One Kenya, many nationalities (1987) Mwakenya DMP

Heroes & Heroines of our Struggle Mwakenya (Mwakenya DMP, 1987)
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Mwakenya’s Democracy Plank (1991)

Msimamo wa Mwakenya (1992) The Mwakenya Stand (1992)

Mpango wa Demokrasia wa Mwakenya (1991)
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Umoja

Struggle for democracy in Kenya (1988) Moi’s Reign of Terror (MRT, 1989)

Umoja Unity Conference.  London. October 1987
Habari za Umoja No. 1 1989
Umoja Statements (1987-1989)
Umoja Unity Conference
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Habari za Umoja No. 1 1989
Umoja Statements (1987-1989)
Umoja Unity Conference

Habari za Umoja No. 1 1989
Umoja Statements (1987-1989)
Umoja Unity Conference
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Comitee for the Release of Political Prisoner in
Kenya, London

Release Political Prisoners in Kenya
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Kenya News No. 3 (1984)
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Kenya News No. 5 (1995)
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Kenya News No. 6 (1985)
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Kenya News No. 7 (1986)
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Kenya News No. 9 (1989)
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Mau Mau Freedom Song: We shall never give up

Cultural Resistance
MauMau
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Events, Plays & Artwork

Celebrating resistance in London 



The Kenya Social ist  No.4 2022

42

Kimathi Wachiuri by Rahim Bildad Kaggia by Oswaggo (Sehemu ya Utungaji)

Chege Kibachia.  By Oswaggo (Sehemu ya Utungaji) Fred Kubai by Oswaggo (Sehemu ya Utungaji)
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Fred Kubai by Oswaggo (Sehemu ya Utungaji)
Makhan Singh by Oswaggo (Sehemu ya Utungaji)
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Kipande House by Oswaggo (Sehemu ya Utungaji)

Kinjikitile- Maji Maji play in Nairobi in 1984
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Kenya Uhuru.  Whose Freedom? (ILRIG, 1989) 
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Singh, Makhan: History of Kenya’s Trade Union Movement to 
1952 (Reprint)  
ISBN 978-9914-7875-2-2 
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From the start the trade union movement played a crucial part in 
political struggle for the freedom in Kenya. Makhan Singh, the 
author of this scholarly book, has for a long time been one of the 
most formidable figures in the growth of Kenya’s trade unions. In 
this careful and readable study, authentically based on personal 
knowledge and a deep study of all available documentary 
sources, he has outlined the growth of labour protest from the 
forgotten heroes of this long struggle are given their rightful place 
and the book adds important new perspectives to the history of 
the nationalist movement in Kenya 2020 Reprint “Makhan Singh 
dedicated this book ‘To all those who struggled, suffered and 
sacrificed for the cause of Kenya’s national and trade union 

movements’. Yet it is these very people, including Makhan Singh himself, whose suffering 
and sacrifices have yet to be recognised by history. The injustices they suffered, and continue 
to suffer, need to be righted if there is to be peace in Kenya. It is for this reason that the life, 
work and writings of Makhan Singh have an enduring relevance today. Vita Books need to be 
congratulated for reprinting these important documents from Kenya’s past. They are 
essential readings for Kenya’s future” - Willy Mutunga, Chief Justice & President of the 
Supreme Court of Kenya, 2011-2016. (Foreword to the Reprint)

38Durrani Shiraz: Key Points in the History of Kenya
1885 - 1990
ISBN 978-9914-9921-3-7 

The book therefore aims to familiarise people with the history of Kenya. It seeks to keep 
people’s struggles, sacrifices and history alive. The author hopes that it will be a weapon in the 
sense that Bertolt Brecht meant when he said:  Hungry man, reach for the book: it is a weapon. 
That is the aim of the series, Kenya Resists too.

History never dies. It is embedded in people’s 
memories when books are burnt and children are taught 
false histories, imagined by false historians from near 
and far — says the author in this book. This is the 
context in which Key Points in the History of Kenya, 
1885-1990 is published. This, the 4th in the Kenya 
Resists Series from Vita Books, brings together 
presentations points from several conferences and 
meetings on the history of Kenya. It also includes short 
articles, some written recently, others from earlier 
books and articles by Shiraz Durrani. Key Points 
highlights many hidden facts about the history of Kenya. 
References are included for those who wish to explore 
the history further. While these books and facts are 
readily available in many history books, they are not 
easily available to all people in Kenya and in a form that 
meets their needs.
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“ Change, Like death, is Inevitable”

KARIMI
NDUTHU

Muthoni
Nyanjiru




